END   OF  A   BARON
gave Germany to Hitler, which later cost three of them their lives
and brought Papen near to losing his. They, when Schleicher had
overthrown his own prot£g6 Papen and taken the Chancellorship
on himself, worked for the revenge that is sweet and brought about
the reconciliation between Hitler and Papen, in order to over-
throw the traitor Schleicher; but their calculation, that Hitler
would remain the prisoner of the President von Hindenburg and
his Vice-Chancellor von Papen, miscarried.
They, when Hitler was hesitating whether to take office on these
terms and risk disaster, prodded him to the decision by telephon-
ing to a British newspaper correspondent that the villain Schleicher
was again secretly negotiating with the other villain Gregor
Strasser, Hitler's discredited chief lieutenant, who had earlier
thought to split the National Socialist Party and lead half of it
into a Schleicher-Strasser coalition. They advised the British
newspaper correspondent to telephone to X, one of Hitler's
closest confidants, and ask him if he had heard of this report, so
that X on the telephone roared, *what? Hold on a minute', and
then went away, and came back a minute later and said, 'The
Ftihrer thanks you', and that, if it had not already been prepared,
was the death warrant of Kurt von Schleicher and Gregor
Strasser.
They, sixteen months later, in May 1934, thought that the
exasperated Army was about to turn on that band of loud
and swaggering interlopers, the Brown Army, and rend them, and
that was why they put Papen up to make that speech at Marburg
on June- i yth attacking the Brown Army commanders and the
extremer spirits of the National Socialist Party, that speech calling
for the removal of cthe wrong men who have been put in the
wrong places'.
They thought that the Brown Party and its army were about to
be crushed, and that Papen would be the next Chancellor. They
expected to play the part of der lachende Dritte, the smart and smiling
guy who stands aside until the free-fighters have wrecked the
saloon and then steps in and clears the till. They were too Clever.
Hitler appeased the army by killing off the most objectionable
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